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Lawrence Gadd, who is negotiating to buy the historic Mahaiwe Theatre, wants to see the theater renovated and used v
year-round, not shut down for part of the year. Above, the view from the stage. fon
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Prospective owner wzlhng to sell it for pnce he i e

By Timothy Q. Cebula led

and Derek Gentile I

j Berkshire Eagie Seul? "r:):

GREAT BARRINGTON — Bolstered by wil

encouraging reports from their consult- 5

’i‘ ing architect, Berkshire Opera Company qui

- board members aim to make the historic b

Mahaiwe Theatre their new home, and wes

perhaps even buy the property. “

This new twist to the story of the sud- uni

denly red-hot Mahaiwe Theatre, said sai
prospective owner Lawrence Gadd, would
be fine with him, as long as the theater is
renovated and remains open for the win-

ter.

“My goal,” said Gadd, owner of North
River Press on Main Street, “is to pre-
serve the theater and keep it open during

~ the winter for the community. If public

money can do it, so be it. If it gets done
with private funding, that’s fine, too.”

Still negotiating

Gadd said Friday that he is still negoti- NA
ating with Hoyts to purchase the theater. rowet
But, he said, he has spoken with the four .
boards of directors of both Berkshire two h
Opera Company and Barrington Stage denti
Sr(;gpgilgentgag}ﬁid izogt}gﬁﬁzr l:g?ﬁgﬁ A dressing room backstage at the Mahaiwe Theatre is so dilznidated that it pa‘l‘;?:
of the board of directors of Berkshire 100Ks like a set for a movie or play about the Great Depression 2ra. Willis
Opera Company. . (i

He noted that once negotiations with To that end, about a dozen opera com- amount of meoney and in a ressonable I
Hoyts were complete, he would have no Pany board members toured the theater amount of time, the Maluaiwe can be
problem selling the theater for what he Saturday along with their architect, Hugh returned to its originui #randous and it The
paid for if, Hardy of the New York firm Hardy, can be returned to the town 1ot only as 10 f

“Nobody seems to believe this, but my Holzman & Pfgiffer. Hardy has reviewed the home of the Ferkalhire Ope_ra Sour¢
interest is in saving a valuable communi- the structure with enginegrs, and he gave Company, but for ,r.\]a,vs.: fﬂfn I‘estlve}is. Bayh
ty resource — for the community,” he the board members an idea of what it concerts and use iy peonle of all ages.” 11\\1,[(')”)
said. “T don't want to see the theater pur- Would take to renovate and use the 95- Fisher didi not Jisclose an estimate of 5.;581
chased by an organization and shut down year-old facility. how much thic renovaiions would cost, O™ ©
for half the year. So any sale agreement “The board members asked a lot of butsaid the project coutd be completed 1o As]
with me would include keeping the the- questions. I think they heard what they ~@about three years. Among the top priori- - th-
ater open during the winter. I don't want wanted to hear,” said Sanford H. Fisher, ties would 5e new heating and air-condi-  ingly
to make money on this. The point is to director of the Berkshire Opera Company. tioning systems. upgrade of the electrical  sugg
keep the Mahaiwe open. So let’s fixit up “We heard what an extraordinary jewel it Wiring, improvement of toilet facilities pick
and keep it open.” is. It’s in good shape. For a reasonable MAHAIWE, continued on 34 Th



Guinness gom a:

Guinness used his own facial
shorthand — the faint curling of a
lip, a seemingly apologetic fur-
rowing of the brow, the quizzical
upturn of an eyebrow, the slight
but visible widening of the eyes in
disbelief, a sudden brief smile
that could radiate approval or sig-
nify chilly disdain. Particularly in
motion-picture close-up, he did
not so much act as allow his face
to react to what another actor was
saying.

He was the antithesis of the per-
sonality player or star, for he
accepted small and large roles
that ranged from the starkly dra-
matic to the predictably melodra-
matic to the maniacally whimsi-
cal.

“Everything I’ve done has been
on the spur of the moment,” the
actor said some years ago. “That’s
why my career has been so hap-
hazard.”

Notable career

Haphazard or not, it was a
notable career, one in which Guin-
ness triumphed in the theater in
roles as startlingly dissimilar as
Hamlet and the suave psychia-
trist in T.S. Eliot’s “Cocktail
Party.” He was the drink-sodden
and doomed Welsh poet Dylan
Thomas in Sidney Michaels’ biog-
raphical drama “Dylan” and the
tragically broken and brain-
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and whatever alterations were
needed to make the facility hand-
icapped accessible.

The theater would not be shut
down for the whole duration of
the project, Fisher said. In fact,
he said Berkshire Opera Com-
pany may be able to hold per-
formances there within two years.

“The Berkshire Opera Com-
pany has been looking for a home
for 16 years,” Fisher said. Since
its founding in 1984, Berkshire
Opera Company has made camp
at venues throughout the county,
including a chapel at Cranwell
Resort in Lenox, Monument
Mountain Regional High School
in Great Barrington and Berk-
shire Community College, where
the company is now located.

A permanent home with ade-
quate resources would allow
Berkshire Opera Company to
expand its repertoire, Fisher said.
The company is currently limited
as to what operas it can produce
because the orchestra pit at the
BCC stage holds only 32 musi-
cians. Many of the best-known
operas call for anywhere from 50
to 70 musicians, Fisher said.

More operas possible

Moreover, working out of the
Mahaiwe would allow Berkshire
Opera Company to offer more
operas more frequently. Develop-
ing such a repertory theater

-would help the company build an
even larger following, Fisher said.

“This would be an enormous
boon for cultural tourism in the
Berkshires,” Fisher said.

The Berkshire Opera Company
~would do most of its work at the
‘Mahaiwe between June and
. August, putting on a few perform-
“ances at other times in the year as
-well. Fisher said that a return of

opera to the Mahaiwe is fitting,
pointing out that the opening per-
formance at the theater in 1905
was the comic opera “Happy-
land.”

Beyond the opera season,
Fisher said if the company owned
the property, it would “actively
encourage” area organizations to
use the Mahaiwe as a perform-
ance and entertainment space.
He said he hoped places like
Club Helsinki, for instance,
would continue to sign acts to
appear in the Mahaiwe. The club
has booked Maceo Parker for the
venue Aug. 17.

“We’re really serious about
doing this, and doing it right,”
Fisher said. “And I can’t empha-
size enough that we really do care
about returning this to the com-
munity.”
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